
TOWN OF BASS LAKE
SAWYER COUNTY

PLANNING COMMITTEE & BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Thursday, June 7,,2012

MINUTES

Chairperson Mark Olson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Members Present: Chairperson Mark Olson.
Dorothy -'Doc" Brueggen. Mark Laustrup, John McCue, Steve Friendshuh and Phil Nies. Members Absent:
Dan Grothe and Martha Del.ons.

'l-ou'n 
Clerk Warsliar.vsky aflirmed agenda was posted in compliance with open meetings lau'.

Motion by Friendshuh. sccondcd by Brr-regger.r to approvc the agenda with thc addition of"'tJpdate on Act I70"
lrncler New Business. Motion carriecl.

Motion by' l ,austrup. sccondcd by Brueggen to approve the minutes of the Apri l  5.2012 regularmecting.
Motion carricd.

Olson rcported that correspondcnce r.vas received from Sawyer County denying the Conditional Use
Application fbr (ieorge I lal'erkorn.

ZONING:
Conc l i t i ona l  l . JscApp l i ca t i on -JamcsG. - l ' ay lo rRcvocab lc l ' r us t .  Pa r to l ' l - o t5 .Cour tOre i l l esPark
S t rbd i v i s ion .S35 . ' f 40N.R9W:Parce l  -  18 .5 .1 .  I )oc#378543  l . 145 to ta l  ac res .  P rope r t y i szoned
Residcntial/Recreational One. Purpose o1'requcst is fbr thc location/operation o1'a 5-bedroonr bed and brcaklhst
in an existing dwelling. Olson presented the application. 

'l 'he 
applicant was not present. but was rcprcscntcd br

Matt l)rom. his niece's husband. Prom infbnncd the conrnrit tce that the owner, James Taylor. u,ould be at thc
Board meeting. Prom prcscntcd the application. 

' l 'aylor 
is proposing a parl t ime bed and breakfast primari l l  lbr

international cl ients. Clients wil l  be picked up at the airport and wil l  no1 increase trafl lc. As 1ar as thc noisc
lcvcl is concemed. thc owncr wants to keep it  lamily oriented. Nies asked if  the owner would be on sitc u'hcn
it's rurnning. Prom answcred yes. Nies ask where thc bedrooms are located. Prom answered that there arc 2
bedrooms upstairs 3 downstairs. Nies asked iI 'anyone l iving in the garagc. Prom answered no. Nies said that
thcrc u'cre 2 complaints. I fbr noise and the othcr was during winler regarding parking - the road u'as blockccl
and cmergency vehiclcs couldn't park on thc road. [ 'rom said thc only vchicles that wil l  be there u' i l l  be the
' l 'aylor 's 

vehiclc ar-rd perhaps I or 2 addit ional vehiclcs. Taylor wil l  provide transpoflat ion for guests.
I ir iendshul.r asked about the septic system (holding tank or mor-rnd). Prom answered holding tank. Irr icnclshuh
asked i1'therc was a fr"r l l  basemcnt. Prorn answered no. there is acrawl space that houscs the f irrnacc along ui lh
plurp fbr the well.  Olson said that he is lamil iar with the housc and there were not 5 bedrooms. Prom said that
there are 2 bedroor.ns upstairs and 3 downstairs and 3 bathrooms. I)iscussion followed. Nies askcd if 

'l 'ay'lor

has bccn renting the house fbr the last year. Prom answered no, Taylor wants to oflbr guests something morc.
Friendsl-ruh asked if 

'faylor 
has to get a state permit. Prom said yes, Matt Dale signs off on it. Olsor-r asked tor

any'additional questions fiom the Cornmittee. Olson reported that the County sent 8 l-etters. 4 official letters
\,vcrc retllrned along with 3 outside the 300 ft. radius. Olson read the letters. Olson asked if anyone uas in
f-avor or opposed. Ron Mil lcr spoke in opposit ion. He l ives directly across f iom the residence. Mil ler stated
that l"re is also speaking f or the l,ovelys. Edmond Packee said that there are 5 bedroon-rs and if thc owncr ri ill bc
livir.rg there when it is in use. then only 4 bedrooms will be available. Larry Rusk spoke in oppositiort statin-u
that'l-aylor has not proven he is a good neighbor and that the noise level is unacceptable. Prom responded.
Tay'lor will be the rnain operator. He l.ras a friend fion-r tlie UK to help with marketing. It will be part tin-rc and
it is a requirement fbr the owner to be on site. Olson addressed past parking and noise concerns and asked il'the
comnlaints have been addressed to Taylor. Prom will ask Taylor. Discussion followed. Nies said that noise



conlplaints sliould be brought to the sheriff s department. Discussion foilowecl. Prom was asked about local
gucsts' Prom said that there is a 2-stall garage. Friendshuh suggested expancling the property. Nies said there
u'oltld be septic issues. Miller said that he lives directly across fi'om the property and there have been 5 cars
llarked and it has been very hard lbr liim to get his car out. Discussion fbllowed. Olson asked if the Committec
had any questiot ls. Friendshuh said many people don't want zoning to change, i t  wil l  st i l l  be residential.
I) iscLrssion lbl lowed. Motion by Nies, seconded by Doc to deny. Friendshuh objected, ire would l ike to irnposc
strict condit ions.. Discr.rssiorl fol lowed. Olson asked for any further questions. Laustrup said i t  is irnpolanr
how the neighborhood f-eels about it, Olson agreed saying that basically the entire street is against it, 3 i1 lavor
to clcn1,, I opposed, Olson abstained. Motion carried.

Fincl ings o1'Iract:
l .  I t  rvould be darnaging to the rights of others and property values.
2. It rvor-rld creatc trafllc or highway access problents.
i .  I t  u'olt lcl  not be cortrpatible with thc surrouncling uses and the area.

OIsorl saricl that thc Planning Cotnmittce is a recommcnding comr-ni l tec. Mondzry night, the 
- l 'own 

Boarcl rvi l l
tlrake a dccisior.r and their decisiotr goes to the County, The County has the last say.

C'lcrk Warsltawsky gave the upclate on tire Windigo tsoat l-anding Expansion pro.icct. 'fhc 
DNR requestccl

aclci i t ional i tems for the grant and those items have becn completed and subrnitted to t l ie DNR.

Nics l 'eportecl that thc clead trces otr Post and Poplar have been cicared and the park is rcady fbr gravel ancl a
sPl i t  ra i l  l 'e r lce.  

- l 'hc  
cost  rv i l l  bc $1,500,00,  inc luc l ing labor .  

' l 'he 
cost  1br  Wi l l iarns Road wi l l  dcpcnd op thc

bcnchcs. Nics rcvicwed thc I{arvey Park encroachntent briei ' ly.

Nics lcported that originally the' l 'own was looking for view sheds fbr Wil l iams Itoad, I larvey Park and l)est
arrcl is t low looking at benches. Dressy I-og I"urniture has %logbenches lbr $2Slfoot. 2 or 3 benches cgulcl g.
ort l)ost attcl a cottple {or I larvey Park and 3 lor Wil l iams Itoad. 

' fhcre 
would bc a total of 8 of 9 benchcs

approxinrately 15li ,  less that. i  $i.000.00 on betrches. Nies saici thc legs could bc made long enough to corrcretc
thcnt itt. 

'l 'he 
plan 1br Llarvey l)ark is to run a split rail lence, create a wirnclcring path, ar-rd pull the riclgc oLrt lo

ri  alk ottt  to thc lake. With $ 1,500.00 1or thc spl i t  rai l  1bncc, the total cost is approximately $2,500 tbr a rLrstic
parlt .  McCr:e asked if  there is root.u for parking. Nics said the'fown wil l  wicler-r the shouldcrs. Discussion
lir l lo*'ccl. Motiott by Olson, secotidecl by Laustrup to recornmend pulcl iase of benches and fences.

Nics gttvc thc Lrpdate on Sliorel ine Ordinance Act 170. According to Act 170, counties can't be nrorc
rcstr ict ivc thart the state. Structl lres carl now be as closc as 35 11 h'om wctlzrnds. Buildings cart now be i,5 l i
high. 

- l 'he 
500% rules u'cre takctr away. Lake classifrcations herve not changed. Nies said that r.r ' i thin act 170

thcrc arc corltradict ions. Olson said i t  comes dorvn to nonconlbrming dwell ings. If  you have a non-conlbnlipg
tlu'cl l i trg, ) 'ou ciur do pretty much what yoLr want rvithin the same lbotprint. 

' l 'he 
Cor-rnty cap't issue 1lalcl usc

pcrnti t  unti l  the orditrancc is changed, By the enclol 'August i t  should be changed.

A f!'tlllest rvas made to put Park Rules on thc agenda for next tirne and Lar-rstrup requested a discussion on
l l lc r i t r lks  at  thc r rcr l .  n tcet ing.

iVlotiorr by BlLreggen. secouded by l,ar"rstmp to adjor.rrn at7:32 pm. Motion carried.


